
 

 

 
 

From The Kansas City Star: 

George W. Grothe, 65, of Overland Park, Kansas passed away on 

Friday, July 17, 2009. A visitation will be held on Monday, July 

20th from 2-3 pm at Newcomerõs Johnson County Chapel. A me-

morial service will follow visitation starting at 3:00 pm. In lieu of 

flowers, the family suggests contributions to REGAP or your local 

Veterans Association.  

George was a devoted husband to Mary, wonderful brother to Jan 

& Earl, beloved father to Kent, fun loving grandfather to Andrew 

& Lauren, uncle and best friend to so many.  

He graduated from the University of Nebraska. He was a Huskerõs 

fan, loved playing golf with his buddies, officiating tennis and 

gardening. He was a Navy pilot and flew for Northwest Airlines 

for 20 years. He also started his own Custom Furniture Business 

with his wife Mary and for 10 years they made beautiful furniture 

for many satisfied customers. His love for pets led to his involve-

ment with rescuing greyhounds and with the rescue group called 

REGAP. George was also involved with radio control airplanes 

and a member of Shawnee Mission Radio Control Club and The 

95th Flying Group. George was preceded in death by his parents, 

his sister Edith Mary, and his brother -in-law Irv Deshayes. He is 

survived by his wife Mary Grothe, son Kent Grothe & wife Kirsten, 

and their children, Andrew & Lauren Grothe, brother Earl Grothe 

& wife Colleen, sister Janet Deshayes.  

 

A link to on -line posts:  http://www.johnsoncountychapel.com/obituaries/
tribute.html?url=http://stei-23808.tributes.com/show/George-Grothe-
86347191  
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George Grothe is no longer with us. He passed away suddenly 

Friday, July 17, 2009 at his home and his wife by his side. George 

was the òVP of Dirtó and took the job without any questions. He 

had just soloed after 6 months of training. George was having a 

good time and it showed when he was around other members. He 

did a lot of research on the matting for our field. After consulting 

with the officers we purchased what he thought would be the 

best. All you have to do is look at the field to see how well it 

worked. George was unable to attend our work day because he 

was fighting this cancer and we never knew how bad it was. 

George continued helping the club by mowing the field lifting 

benches and trimming the field so it would look nice for the 

membership and whoever visited the park. He was doing these 

things 2 weeks before he passed.   I flew with George a lot and I 

will surely miss him. He was taken too soon.  

 Another real joy of Georgeõs was his wife Mary. She would jump 

up and down when George would do a loop or other pilots did 

some aerobatics. I told George she was a treat to have at the field, 

he said she was a treat all the time.  

 George always would leave when he started getting worn down. 

You could just tell he wasnõt himself. He would say òI hear the 

martini belló which was his way of leaving and going home to his 

wife Mary.  

 If you all didnõt have the opportunity to meet George it was your 

loss but if you did you know what Iõm talking about. 

 Rest in peace my friend.  

 
 Mac Strader ñ Safety Officer SMRCC   
(Sentiments echoed by the SMRCC Officers)  
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